Sjögren's syndrome: a study of its neurological complications.
A detailed retrospective study of 105 patients with Sjögren's syndrome (50 primary and 55 secondary cases), showed that 31 had vasculitis and 18 had neurological abnormalities which after full investigation were not attributable to other causes. Most of the neurological symptoms were mild and when found in patients with secondary Sjögren's syndrome were more characteristic of the underlying autoimmune rheumatic disease. We found no significant association between the frequency of either vasculitis or any autoantibodies and the presence of neurological disease, but did confirm a significant association between vasculitis and the presence of antibodies to extractable nuclear antigens. We therefore question whether severe and relapsing neurological disease is common in patients with Sjögren's syndrome.